Providers issue brief: automated external defibrillators.
With expanded access to automatic external defibrillators, hundreds of lives could be saved on a daily basis. By training nonphysician providers, such as emergency medical service personnel or first responders, this life-saving medical equipment could help improve the survival rates for people suffering from cardiac arrest. During the last two years, state lawmakers have begun to enact legislation that develops training standards and provides immunity from civil liability for automatic external defibrillator users.